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PROCEEDINGS at CHESTER, 

MARCH THIRD, 1826. 



ATT A MHEH1TJM© 

OF THE 

INHABITANTS OF THIS CITY, 

HELD 

Pursuant to public notice, on Friday March 3, 
IN THE TOWN-HALL, 

For the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety 

OF 

PETITIONING PARLIAMENT, 
To adopt efficient measures for the amelioration of the 

CONDITION OF SLAVES, 

AND THE GENERAL 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY 

IN OUR WEST INDIA COLONIES, 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 

IN THE CHAIR, 

The proceedings detailed in the following pages took place, 

CHESTER, PRINTED BY JOHN FLETCHER, 
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PROCEEDINGS- &c. 



The Mayor* having briefly stated the purpose of the'-' 
Meeting, and expressed a wish to hear the sentiments of any' 
gentleman present ; 

The Venerable ArchdeaconVuhgham began by ob- 
serving, that though quite unused to this kind of Public Meet- - 
ings, he should deem- himself a traitor at once to his profession 
as a Christian Minister and to his duty as a man, if he did 
not on an occasion so sacred as the present array himself,- 
with all the warmth of his heart and the best powers of his 
understanding, on the side of religion and humanity. He rose 
to propose the first of a series of Resolutions-, which he then 
read, as follows : 

" That this meeting has seen with the greatest regret, 
but without any surprise, that the wise and moderate measures 
proposed by his Majesty's Ministers, with the sanction of the 
Imperial Legislature, for the amelioration of the state of sla- 
very in which nearly a million of British subjects are 
held, have been rejected, even with scorn, by the Colonial 
Assemblies : That as the evil which it is sought first to 
mitigate, and ultimately to abolish, involves almost every 
crime, social or individual, of which man can be guilty, and 
conciliatory measures have hitherto failed to remove itj.it is 
high time the supreme power of Parliament should enforce the 
means requisite to it's extirpation : That whilst it is the deep- 
conviction of this Meeting, that no considerations of pecuniary 
profit would justify or palliate the monstrous crime of exclud-- 
ing from the rights of humanity, and of barring (as. far as man - 
can bar) the very gates of Heaven against so large a mass of 
our fellow-creatures, yet in the measures recommended it is' 
happily-found that policy and duty concur; and that the com->- 
a3 
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mercial interests of the nation, and even of the planter himself,, 
are in unison with those of justice and religion : That a Peti- 
tion, embodying these sentiments, be presented to each House- 
of Parliament ; and that the Petition be adopted, and lie for 
signature at the Commercial News-room till Monday even, 
kg." 

_ The Archdeacon said, that previously to reading the Pe- 
tition, he would beg leave to trouble tile Meeting with a few 
preliminary remarks. " The day upon which a man becomes a.. 
Slave, we have been told (he added) by great authority, strips 
him of half his virtue." Hewas afraiditrobbed those, who bad 
made or kept him such, of a. far greater proportion of theirs. 
And yet, notwithstanding all that had been urged against it. 
for the last forty years, by almost all the great and good in this- 
country, Slayery still continued to exist, in some of it's very 
worst features, in the West Indies. Upward of 800,000 of our 
fellow creatures were still smarting and groaning thereunder 
it's unmerciful lash.. A. wolfish and short-sighted selfishness had 
struck it's fangs so deep into the hearts of the Colonial Assem- 
blies, that even Parliament itself, seconded by all the gentler 
powers of government, had hitherto been unable toimclench 
them. The golden rule adopted in those miserable regions (he 
said) was not that of the Gospel, of strictly doing, unto others, 
what, under an entire exchange of circumstances, we could 

fairly expect and wish others to do to ourselves ; that, 

alas ! . was not to be found in the moral Cocker of the West 
Indies !^— but, If a female slave, for instance, without the 
stimulus of the cart-whip, will earn so much, how much 
more can she be made to earn with it ? If a female slave, not 
pregnant, will sell for so much, for how much more will she 
sell with a babe in her womb, or a child by her side, to.be torn 
from it as may suit the convenience or the caprice of some cruel 
dealer in these human flesh-markets, never, perhaps to meet 
again on this side heaven ! There were, undoubtedly, noble ex- 
ceptions to this class of arithmeticians ; he himself knew several : 
but such would naturally, and almost necessarily, be the cha.. 
racterand computation of the slave-merchant. "Surely, Sir, 
(he continued) thevoice of our brethren's bloodhas cried to hea- 
ven more than sufficiently long from the cane-field against 
us. I remember myself, four and thirty years ago, attend- 
ing the memorable debate of 1792, in the House of Com- 
mons, opened by my most excellent and truly illustrious 
friend Mr. Wilberforce; and for the 20 hours, during which I 
sat in their gallery, I found an abundant compensation in 
what I heard and learnt there. There wer« giants, Sir, or*. 
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the earth in those days. When I mention Mr. Pitt and Bfc- 
fox, I may spare you the addition of any third name ;' 
for Mr. Canning, except as a most distinguished and 
brilliant school-boy, was then unknown. These two, with' 
a host of other men of talent and virtue,- however upon 
other topics divided, united cordially in this. They turned 
the tide of their sweeping eloquence, in a conjoint torrent, 
through the Augean stable. They heaped Pelion upon 
Ossa, one magnificent harangue on another, to reach the 
heaven of African emancipation. They invariably affirmed, 
that the abolition of the Slave-Trade was essential, morally 
and politically essential, to the welfare of their country ; and, 
in argument, their triumph was complete. But, alas ! they 
coi vinced more than they converted. The great question 
was unaccountably, I might have said unpardonably, suffered 
to linger on for 15 long years of inactivity or inefficiency ; and 
the planters, as well they might, began to think us timid or 
careless, or insincere ; ; till' at last in 1807 Mr. Fox onhiS acces- 
sion to his short-lived power, with a promptitude which has 
thrown around his temples an imperishable wreath of glory, 
stamped upon this nefarious traffic the official seal of Par- 
liamentary reprobation. From that time, as an authorised 
branch of legitimate commerce, it ceased to exist in this 
country. That foul stain at least,, thank heaven, was 
wiped from the nation's brow. But with respect to the 
amelioration of the condition of the actual slaves, in the 
nineteen intervening years, what has been done ? Very little 
indeed, aswe learn from authenticsources, compared with what 
might have been done, with what ought to have been done, 
with what must be done. Let us then not be wanting to a 
favouring parliament, and a co-operating government ; but 
above all, sir, let us not be wanting to ourselves. 

Half the miseries of mankind would be greatly alleviat- 
ed,- and a considerable portion of them wholly removed, if 
we would but honestly and in good earnest put ourselves 
in the place of the sufferers; We should never forget, that we 
were once darkness, though' now we are light in the Lord. 
Permit me to read to you, from- the life of St. Wolfstan, 
Bishop of Worcester, who died near the end of the eleventh 
century, a brief passage descriptive of the practice of our 
British ancestors in this respect. Speaking of Bristol, the 
biographer says ; " This was the great mart for slaves, par- 
ticularly for young women, whom (as in the truly West- 
Indian story of Inkle and Yarico) they deemed enhanced 
In value by pregnancy ! It was a most moving sight, to 
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see in the public market rows of young people of both' 
sexes tied together with ropes, of great beauty, daily prosti- 
tuted, daily sold ! — .Execrable fact ! wretched disgrace ! Men, 
devoid of the affection even of the brute creation, traffick- 
ing away their relations, nay their very offspring." And, 
continued the speaker, " to bring the- matter nearer home, 
Chester (as we are told by the accurate Pennant) bore- 
it's full share in this abominable merchandize : it's frequent- 
wars with Wales furnishing it with, numbers of victims ;. 
and, during the short breathing-spaces of these predatory 
struggles, it's northern neighbours being but too ready, 
by the sale of their nearest kindred, to supply the deficiency. 

And all'this guilt and wretchedness was incurred and inflicted, 
for a paltry share of the spices and other produce of the East In- 
dies, at that period imported into these parts through the costly 
channel of the Italian states ! And similar guilt and wretch- 
edness do we still virtually sanction with regard to the natives 
of Africa, for the modern luxuries of the West ; which might 
be far better produced, I contend, without this horrid immola- 
tion of virtue and happiness at the altar of selfishness, by the 
energies of freelabour." The Venerable Archdeacon then pro- 
ceeded to read the Petition, which he cordially trusted would 
be found to speak the unanimous sense of the Meeting, and of 
which the following is a copy. 

" To the Honourable the Commons of the United 
Kingdom of (ireat Britain in Parliament assembled, 
The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the City 
of Chester, 

" Showeth — That your Petitioners regard the con- 
tinuance of Slavery in the Foreign Dependencies- of Great 
Britain, as incompatible with the principles of the British 
Constitution, the maxims of enlarged policy, the dictates of 
humanity, and the genius of the Gospel. 

" That they are unfeignedly thankful:, not only for the 
Resolutions unanimously adopted nearly three 1 years ago by 
Parliament, with the view of presently mitigating the evils, 
and eventually accomplishing the abolition of Slavery ; but 
also for the zeal subsequently evinced by his Majesty's 
Ministers, in labouring to carry them into effect— a zeal, 
hitherto (it is grievously to be lamented) thwarted and baffled 
by the perverse or interested exertions of the Colonial. As- 
semblies. , 

" That they further pray your Honourable House to 
adopt such additional measures as may immediately and 
irresistibly insure the success of Resolutions, which have beea 
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thus neglected or trampled upon, though sanctioned by tlie- 
decision of the Imperial Legislature, resting upon the basis 
of eternal justice, recognized by the voice of universal nature, 
and authorised and enforced by the divine spirit of Chris- 
tianity itself. — And your Petitioners shall ever prayy &c." 

G. B. Granville, Esq. seconded the 1st Resolution, and 
said, that having at two former periods delivered his senti- 
ments upon this interesting subject, he would now only ob- 
serve that those sentiments remained unchanged, and that 
he entirely concurred in all that had been so feelingly expres- 
sed by the Archdeacon. He was quite certain that, unless Go- 
vernment continued to receive support by an expression of 
public opinion, the Resolutions which were so properly entered 
into by the House of Commons in the year 1823 would never 
be carried into full effect. He therefore entirely approved of 
petitions being sent to both Houses of Parliament from the- 
city of Chester. 

R. Tyrwhitt, Esq. Recorder of Chester, addressed the 
meeting as follows : 

After the impressive and eloquent address of my friend, 
the Rev. Archdeacon, on the character of Slavery itself and 
its baneful effects, equally degrading to those who exercise 
it's power, and to those who were the objects of it, it was un- 
necessary to add a word on that subject ; but he would call the 
attention of the meeting to the situation in which Slavery was 
at present in the British Colonies, and the grounds upon 
which the country was again called upon to present it's 
unanimous voice and feeling to the consideration of Parlia- 
ment on this interesting question. It might be proper to 
premise a short historical glance of it. In 1807, Mr. Fox 
had the high fortune of accomplishing, to his immortal honor, 
with comparative facility, the great work of the Abolition 
of the Trade of Slaves. The country felt the full value of 
this redeeming act, and for a time flattered itself with the 
hopes, that it had surmounted the most difficult part of it's 

ultimate wish and object, the general abolition of Slavery ; 

however, it was soon found that the Abolition of the Trade 
of Slaves by England had little advanced the great interests 
of humanity ; that the cupidity of the other maritime states 
soon filled up the vacuum occasioned by England withdraw- 
ing from it ; that the horrors of it were fully kept up to it's 
former standard, and that our own Colonies were even sup- 
plied with slaves by smuggling. This latter measure was, 
however, soon checked by the vigilant measures of Govern- 
ment, and ultimately suppressed by the Act that required the= 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



10 



Registration of the Slaves. The unceasing and persevering 
zeal of the friends of Abolition, backed and supported by the" 
general feelings of the country, acted with suitable effect on 
the Government; who at last availed themselves with sincerity 
and energy of the great influence they possessed in Europe, 
by the eourse of political events, to obtain from the differ ~- 
ent maritime nations. of it successively their concurrence in 
the Abolition of the Trade under different restrictions as to* 
time and other circumstances. These nations held out 
the latest, and made the hardest terms, whose regard for 
civil liberty was best estimated by the degraded state' 
of their own subjects at home. Every effort had been 
made to complete this great arrangement, and all parties 
professed equal sincerity and zeal in carrying it into effect 
with good faith and' zeal. Naval squadrons were kept 
on the African Coast, by some of the maritime nations, 
and other subordinate regulations were made with the same 
view ; such as the organized colonization of Sierra Leone, 
and the establishment of Courts of Judicature under themixed 
authority of the different nations : but still, in spite of all these 
precautions, it is a fearful truth that the trade is still carried 
on with considerable success to an alarming extent, under the 
flags of those nations whose Governments have concurred in 
it's Abolition ! Such is a short history of the events relative 
to the trade in Slaves, and it's result. The friends of ultimate 
Abolition, steady to the purpose, undaunted by difficulties, 
now carried these measures of attack into the Colonies them- 
selves ;: and with such effect and general support, that in the 
year 1823 his Majesty's Ministers, through that accomplish, 
ed statesman Mr. Canning, spontaneously came forward', and 
propounded' their views on the subject embodied in a series of 
Resolutions., which were received almost with the acclama- 
tions of the House. I will candidly confess, that though I 
fully concurred in the sound and humane policy that dictated 
those Resolutions, yet I felt somewhat disappointed, that none 
of the Instructions to the Colonial Government contained- 
any regulation that held out a precise and definite pomt r upon 
which the friends of Abolition could with any certainty rely 
on, as necessarily leading to final Abolition. However^ I 
will examine (as far as my memo^ will permit me) the Re- 
gulations prescribed and recommended by Earl Bathurst to-' 
the Colonial Governments. I shall not take them in order, 
but as they occur to me. 1st. The disuse of the cart-whip- 
in the field, and the qualified use of it at home, so as to ob- 
viate the intemperate abuse of it under the influence of pas- 
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sfon. Is that so great a boon to solicit, as to request their 
fellow-chxisti.ans not to treat human creatures (holding the 
same privileges by God and nature as themselves) as brutes 
and beasts of burthen, and worse, and to extend to them 
the common rights of humanity ?■- I confidentially main- 
tarn, Sir, that no man who uses the whip witli the same 
barbarity toward his fellow creatures, as he does in regard to 
his brute beast, can entertain a due sense of the spirit of Chris- 
tianity. I go farther, I say he cannot believe in it's doctrine. 
Another of the regulations was, to abolish the whip- altoge- 
ther in regard to women. My reasoning as to men applies 
with increased force in regard to women r a man must be 

deeply sunk in brutality to apply it to a woman at all but 

what say you to it's being done in public ? But such had 
been the practice for years, and more disgraceful still, such is 
the practice now ! Another regulation was, that a guardian 
should be appointed for each colony, to superintend the con- 
duct of masters to their slaves, and to see that they enjoy 
the benefit, of the intended regulations. Such officers would 
be indispensably necessary to cany them into due effect, and 
the strictest precaution would be necessary in the choice of 
them — Another regulation was, that slave-testimony should 
be admitted under certain qualifications. This is one of the" 
most important: without it, all the rest would be nugatory 
and of no effect, as you will see before I have finished. There 
were other regulations about their property, if such a thine- 
could be possessed by them, as the facUity of manumission! 
and, also, as to the non-separation of families. These formed 
the chief, if not all the regulations comprised in the in- 
structions of the colonial secretary to the colonial Govern 
ment : and 1 still regret to say, that I see in none of 
them any thing, upon which the friends of Abolition can en- 
tertain .any certain hope for that desirable event But such as 

they are, how have they been received ? The answer is short 
and uniform. They have been rejected, with I conceive con 
tempt, by all the Colonial assemblies without exception 
Perhaps, gentlemen, you may think that they considered 
them as a heavy libel upon them, and that such measures 
were altogether unnecessary and uncalled for. I will soon shew 
you how that is : I have searched into the particulars of ne 
gro treatment in the Colonies ; I have the evidence now before 
me ; it was put into my hands only this morning ; I wffl not 
trouble you with the full details—a few prominent cases and 
tacts will shew you to demonstration the forlorn wretched 
and hopeless condition of the poor negro. Gentlemen, these 
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are not imaginary cases got up, as has been charged by aft- 
Honourable Member of Parliament (on the Parent Society); 
for the purpose of inflaming the passions and exciting the 
feelings of crowded Meetings, to carry their measure with? 
eclat ; but they are stubborn and undeniable facts, stamped 
with the marks of official authority, and coming from quar- 
ters rather subject to some jealousy than otherwise. I al- 
lude, in the first instance, to the report of Mr. B'ennet, Fiscal 
of Berbice, a colony containing only 20,000 slaves, and 
which includes a period from 181!) to the latter part of 1823. 
It now lies on the table of the House of Commons. If you 
can fairly estimate the aggregate of human misery in all 
the Islands, from the atrocities here recorded in Berbice, I 
will venture to say that at no period, and in no nation, did 
the Almighty ever look down upon such merciless barbarities. 
The slaves often worked from before sun-rise till midnight, 
with little intermission for rest, with a small supply of food, 
and little ot no clothing. — constantly under the whip. " Oh ! 
(it is said by some) that is necessary for the idle, they 
would not work at all without." Why are the industri- 
ous flogged" ? Because the others are idle. Such is the un- 
doubted fact. When a poor Negro has almost exhausted his 
powers to enable him to perform the hard task set him, he 
and others like him were flogged at the endof the day, because 
the others had not performed their task !. If they com- 
plain, they are flogged, if they ask for medicine, they receive 
it in stripes, if they go before the Magistrate, or can bring, 
no testimony to support their charge. ( which is impossible as 
the testimony is not admissible) they are flogged for making 
a groundless complaint, and again flogged when they return 
home for having, made any complaint at alL Now a word 
or two as to the treatment of their Women, one or two facts 
as recorded by the Fiscal will speak volumes. Ten of a gang 
complained to him that the manager was always taking their 
wives : one had borne a child tojhim, the woman and her hus- 
band have eversincebeen the subjects of his malice and cruelty. 
— Another case is still more obnoxious. The Manager of a 
Plantation wanted the daughter of a Negro to come to him ; 
he asked the father to let her ; He three days refused, the 
fourth day he sent for him, and flogged him ! ! ! Is Chris- 
tianity known, or can it be believed, by those Managers ? The 
other and last document I shall draw your attention to is, a re- 
port on the Civil and Criminal Justice of the West Indies by 
Mr. T. Dwarris, the only surviving Commissioner. This gen- 
tleman has a considerable Plantation, and is, I believe, Chief 



«» 



f 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



13 



t* 



,J 



"A 



Justice of one of the islands. Now listen to the condition of the 
Negroes on the island of Barhadoes particularly ; these are his 
words : " Slaves on the island are without legal protection, or 
redress for personal injuries." Again, " a wicked and cruel 
master or delegate (so that he do not kill, or maim a slave) may 
inflict on him any degree of punishment : no man, or set of 
men, has legal power ,to call him to account for working his 
slaves as long as he likes— for whipping him as much as he 
pleases— for chaining— for starving him : a master has un- 
controlled, undefined, and absolute power." " In a case, 
he adds, of even very grievous bodily injury inflicted upon a 
slave by a manager, the sufferer himself or his brethren who 
were present cannot give evidence, though all the free persons 
should have been sent on purpose out of the way. In such 
a case, a slave cannot be a prosecutor ; maimed, mutilated, 
disfigured, and dismembered, his wounds must be the only 
tongues permitted to relate his wrongs." After this, need I 
enlarge any more on the wretched condition of the Negro, and 
the grievous necessity for Parliamentary interference — to do 
that by compulsion which the Colonial Assemblies will not do 
from humanity or choice ? But, if you listen to their language 
and complaints, the planters are oppressed, trampled upon, and 
insulted. They push the matter farther, and use big words and 
magnificent threats, as if they held the power and authority of 
Great Britain at nought : in any other case it would be amusing 
to hear how they fret, and chafe, and vapour, as if they had 
ten legions at their back and a good cause i It is ridi. 
culous to reason farther on this point, but I will notice one 
prominent argument, at all times brought forward by them 
—the sanctity of vested rights, and the injustice of interfering 

1 with them without due compensation — I bow freely to the 
justice and soundness of this principle, but I doubt it's strict 
application to the case in question, for I think it is controlled 
by still higher principles, I mean the paramount principle 
of humanity instilled by God himself, and peculiarly enforc. 
ed by our Saviour. If, therefore, persons become possessed 
of property, whether as volunteers or otherwise, which is con- 
ducted or managed by means repugnant to orin violation of the 
undoubted principles of humanity ; I say, such persons do not 
present a case entitling them to the full compensation for any 
infringement of their vested rights, which others would, ex- 
empt from such an alloy. But surely there can be no vest- 
ed rights in beating, chaining, mutilating, dismembering and 
starving their fellow-creatures ; there can be no vested right! 
jn depriving the poor Negro of the common claims of huma. 
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nity, or in beating him worse than a brute beast. I will not 
•detain you longer, but it is our duty to lay before Parliament 
our feelings on this occasion ; to arm it with additional strength 
to carry into effect those recorded feelings and wishes. The 
Colonies can no longer stand up against the irresistible voice 
of the people of England, as expressed by their former peti- 
tions, renewed by the new ones now pouring in from every 
quarter : the question must be set at rest. Persuasion and 
remonstrance have been offered— scorn and positive refusal 
have been returned — the interval is now short for repentance 
i — it is to be hoped that the Colonies will avail themselves of 
it and submit ; if not, the power and majesty of England 
must perform the work of humanity and justice with her own 

hands — He then moved the second Resolution : 

" That Earl Grosvenor and the Lord Bishop of Chester be 
requested to present the Petition to the Lords ; and the Mem- 
bers for the City that to the Commons." 

The Rev. Mr. Massie seconded the resolution. 
The Rev. William Clarke next rose, and in moving 
the third Resolution remarked, that after the able and 
eloquent manner in which the object of the meeting had been 
stated, by the Gentlemen who had preceded him, it might 
seem quite unnecessary that he should trespass on their 
attention for a moment. And he, therefore, felt it to be a 
duty which he owed to them, and perhaps it would only be 
an act of justice to himself to observe, that he should not 
have presumed to do so, had he not conceived that one essen- 
tial point (sometimes lost sight of on such occasions) remained 
unnoticed. At least, though it was of course understood, 
it had not been expressed : he meant, that numbers of people 
who, he could believe, were alive to the goodness of that 
cause — who were horrified at the idea of traffic in human 
blood, and immortal souls — who would brand with in- 
famy the man guilty of a crime so foul and deep in dye 

yet needed to be reminded, that all those generous and 
Christian feelings, thosepurposes and intentions availed nothing, 
except they signed the deed ! He, therefore, would take to 
himself the honour and pleasure of exhorting that highly 
respectable Meeting, and the Citizens of Chester generally, 
to subscribe their names without delay to the firm, yet mode- 
rate and respectful Petition before them. While, said he, 
we really lament the bondage and the abject slavery of eight 
hundred and thirty thousand immortal souls — while we 
bear in mind that, for almost half a century, the West India 
planters have mocked and ridiculed and insulted England's 
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■expressed desire and prayer for their liberty — let our names 
written on the parchment testify to Earth, and let our hearts 
bear witness to Heaven, that we wished, and used every effort 
to " undo the heavy, heavy burthen, and to let the oppressed 
go free !" The Resolution moved by the Rev. gentleman was 
as follows : — 

" That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Anti- 
slavery Committee of this city, and that they be requested to 
continue their labours, and to co-operate in every possible way 
with the Metropolitan Committee till their great object shall 
be effected." 

The Rev. W. Smith, in seconding the Resolution of 
Thanks to the Committee, observed ; "So great, I believe, have 
been the exertions of the gentlemen v/ho form the Committee, 
to compass as far as possible the objects of the Institution, 
that they really deserve the thanks of this Meeting ; and 
when I recollect that true zeal in every good work is found- 
ed in principle, and not dependent on emotions excited by 
circumstances, they will require no pressing to continue their 
exertions. If, among the various races of human beings, one 
is to be found which has been treated with unusual severity by 
the rest, from it's possessing in a less degree the means of re- 
sistance ; one, whose history is drawn with a deeper shading 
of injury and wretchedness — that race, wherever found, is 
entitled to the largest share of the commiseration of Chris- 
tian nations, and especially of those nations which have been 
the most prominent in inflicting this injustice. That race it 
is almost universally acknowledged is the African, the most 
degraded of the descendents of Adam. Greatly has itincreas- 
ed, but its increase has served only to satiate the avaricious 
appetite for gain of other nations. It is said, Africa has been 
annually robbed of 150,000 of her children ; a robbery, the 
guilt of which is greatly aggravated by the dignity of the 
being who is so insulted and injured. The African, not- 
withstanding all attempts of interested individuals to prove 
the contrary, proves himself to be man. And what is 
man ? A being, Sir, who exceeds in nature, in endowments, 
and in real value, all terrestrial objects. One who is actu- 
ated by a deathless principle — a principle vast in its capa- 
cities, incalculable in its value, boundless in its desires, 
and capable of the greatest possible improvement — a princi- 
ple which will subsist beyond all time, and perpetuate itself 
to eternity. But Slavery, as if in utter contempt of Heaven 
seizes this head and chief of the system he inhabits, this lord 
of the creation, and binds him in chains. As all the nations 
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with which Britain has had to treat, have in consequence of 
her moral and political ascendency over them been induced 
to abolish Slavery, nothing now is wanting but it's Abolition 
by the Colonial Assemblies. But as all hope of voluntary 
assistance from them must be abandoned, we must look 
to the British People and Parliament for the performance of 
this act of justice; therefore, I concur in the Petition." 

The 4th resolution was moved by the Rev. F. Ayckbowm, 
and seconded by Mr. John Williamson — 

" That the above Resolutions be advertised once in each of 
the Chester papers." 

The Chairman having left the chair, it was moved by the 
Archdeacon Wkangham, and seconded by the Hon. EmvD. 
Massy, that the thanks of this Meeting be given to the Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, for his readiness in calling the meet- 
ing, and for his conduct in the Chair. 

Each of the Resolutions was read, put from the Chair, and 
UNANIMOUSLY adopted. 







Printed by J. Fletcher, (Chronicle Office,) Chester. 
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